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Like a treasure chest waiting to be discovered, the
Sultanate of Oman is the land heralded as the Jewel
of Arabia.

W ith its splendor and wealth having been
acclaimed by world travelers such as Marco Polo,
this most breathtaking destination in the Arabian
Gulf boasts a fascinating history which is imbued
with rich cultural traditions spanning 5,000 years.

Situated on the southeast corner of the Arabian
Peninsula and bordered by the United Arab
Emirates (UAE), Saudi Arabia and Yemen, Oman
features an intoxicating mix of modern opulence
and traditional culture, vast barren deserts and
rocky deepwater fjords, ancient forts and luxurious
hotels.

For the visitor, the result provides a rare glimpse
into the romance and mystery of Arabia’s heartland
and its deeply hospitable people.

With a civilisation dating back 12,000 years,
travelers can explore more than 500 ancient forts
and castles in Oman.

Take Nizwa Fort, for instance. The largest fort on
the Arabian Peninsula, it offers the opportunity to
travel back in time and explore its amazing
garrisons, secret passageways and elaborate
architecture, as well as its slowly rusting
cannonballs and relics from bygone battles.

For the ultimate Arabian experience, visit the
beautiful capital city of Muscat. Perched in
between mountains and the Indian Ocean and
fanning around an elegant harbor, this is the
location of much of the city’s rich heritage.

The Old Town allows visitors to step back in time,
walk in the area around the Sultan’s palace and
see remnants of Muscat’s original clay wall and
three access gates – Bab al Matha’eeb, Bab al
Saghir and Bab al Waljat, which for centuries
fortified the capital.

Oman’s shopping is an exploration of Arabia’s
unique, traditional offerings from high-end

silverware and gold, to incense, authentic rugs,
pottery, dates, spices and sandalwood.

Nowhere better can this be better experienced than
in Muscat’s Muttrah Souk, Oman’s favourite
market.

Winding behind the Corniche and near the seafront,
this souk is a paradise for bargain-hungry visitors.

The Dhofar region of the Sultanate is a land of
dramatic contrasts with its pristine beaches,
mountains and many unexplored caves, which
together combine into one of the most enchanting
places on the Arabian Peninsula.

The ancient caravan routes, the many
archaeological sites, the early mosques, the famous
tombs, the ornate houses – the region exudes a
mystique that makes it the pride of the nation.

In the south of Dhofar, you’ll find Samharam, a lost
city dating back to the third millennium BC.

Only discovered some 60 years ago, here you will
hear enchanting tales of the early frankincense
trade and discover the legendary story of the Queen
of Sheba.

Or why not experience the romance of the Wahiba
Sands?

Visiting these majestic desert formations is like
stepping into an adventurer’s footsteps, tasting, if
only fleetingly, the harsh realities of desert life.

From the ancient city of Nizwa, to the charm of the
capital Muscat and the old trading bastion of
Salalah; Oman is steeped in history and authentic
culture.

Combined with the unconstrained depth of
traditional hospitality that this nation has, visitors
will be amazed at just how different the Sultanate
is to the rest of the Arabian Peninsula.
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